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EXECUTIVE A meeting of the Executive and the convenors of committees of the 
MBET ING B.C,L,A. was held on December 28, 1942, in the Victoria Public 


Library. A motion was carried that the brief prepared by the 
Public Relations Committee on post war library service for B.C. be adopted 
with suggested changes and that it be presented by the Executive to the B.C, 
Post War Rehabilitation Council, and that copies be supplied to the indivi- 
dual members of the Council. 


It was moved and carried that contingent upon the success of the 
Committee on Legislation obtaining majority support for the bill for the Board 
of Certification of Librarians from Library Boards and City Councils in the 
five cities having municipal libraries and in the three Union Library districts 
the executive ask the Minister of Education to introduce the proposed bill at 
the next session of the Legislature, 


The tire situation in the three Union Libraries was discussed and 
it was moved that the executive of the B.C.L.A. approach the Wartime Prices 
and Trade Control Board, Ottawa, and that the aotive support of the Canadian 
Library. Council be requested in this respect, with a view to obtaining special 
priority for automobile tires for the book vans of the three Union Libraries 
in B.C,., pointing out the very small amount of rubber involved in relation to 
the war-time morale value of these three institutions, whose very existence 
would be jeopardized by a discontinuance of book van operations. 
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possibly to asking the Minister of Eduoation to introduce the proposed 
bill at the 1943 session of the Legislature, 


Solicitation of such support has met with general fav- 
or, but at the January meeting of the Committee it was decided that it 
would be inadvisable to bring up any contentious library question at 
the present time in certain of the important municipalities affected, 
It was also felt that although the question should not have been re- 
ferred to the U. B. C, M, in the first place, nevertheless, since that 
action had actually been taken, the safer course would now be to re= 
submit the proposal to that body at its 1943 convention, and in the 
meantime to develop as much definite support as possible amongst those 
who will probably represent the municipal councils at the convention. 
Steps in this direotion are already being taken and the whole field will 
be reviewed shortly before the conference, 


The Legislation Committee has gone on record as favore- 
ing amendment of the Public Libraries Act to make the chief librarian 
of the public library ex officio secretary of his library board, As it 
appeared inadvisable to open up the Act at the 1943 session, this opin- 
ion was recorded as a recommendation for considoration by the next Logis- 
lation Committee, 





BRITISH COLUMBIA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Brief on 
Post-War Library Service in 
British Columbia 





Late in November the President of the British Columbia 
Library Association asked the Public Relations Oommittee to prepare a 
brief on post-war library service to the people of the Province for 
presentation to the Post-War Rehabilitation Counoil of British Columbia. 


In order to ensure the inclusion of this brief in the 
interim report of the Council, it wes neoessary to act very quickly. 


With the assistance of librarians in Victoria an outline 
was prepared, copies of which were sent to the members of the committes 
and two staff associations for their comments, suggestions and above all 
criticisms, These were considered carefully and embodied, with the best 
of the original, in a new brief which was again sent to the mombers of the 
committee. The final draft which included the amendments and suggestions 
most generally advocated was presented to the Exeoutive of the B.C.LA. 
on December 28th. With a few changes it was accepted as an interim brief 
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and the secretary was instruoted to forward it to the Hon. H.T.G, Perry, 
Chairman of the Council, 











The main thesis is extension of library service to 
every resident of this province by the improvement, extension and inte- 
gration of existing library agencies and the utilization of every means 
of transportation to remote districts, 












The province would be divided into areas suitable for 
library service based on trading, population or some other existing divi- 
sion. In each area the service would be integrated around a centre, and 

would be administered by the director of the central library. 








The administration of the service throughout the prov- 
ince would be under a Superintendent o* Librarios for the Province who 
would be directly responsible to the Minister of Education. 










Such a scheme would provide employment for various 
types of librarians and iibrary workers. The erection of modern li- 
brary buildings with prope» equipment to replace the present obsolete 

ones, or in new centres, would give work to men and women in the build- 
ing and allied trades anc should be a part of any public works project 
undertaken by the Province or municipalities. 
















The committee was instructed to continue in office in 
order to work out the details and prepare e more elaborate brief for the 
consideration of the Council. : 










The mombers of the committee are: Mrs. Muriel Ffoulkes, 
Mr, Bruce Carrick, Mr, Lachian McRae, Ms. E.S, Robinson, Dr, W. Kaye Lamb, 
Mr. C,K, Morison, Miss Jeanette Sargent, ex-officio, Miss Margaret J. Clay, 
Chairman, 



















I wish to express my thanks to the members of the Public Relations Commit- 
tee who responded so promptly and with such helpful suggestions and criti- 
cism, and also to Miss Pollock and Mrs. Napier of the Viotoria Public Li- 
brary staff for their assistance, 












Margaret J. Clay. 





















PUBLIC In November the Public Library Commission submitted a 
LIBRARY memorandum on libraries to the B.C, Post-War Rehabil- 
COMMISSION itation Council, advising definite and wide post-war 











expansion of library services, with the dual objective 
of employment and, more particularly, of increased educational, cultural 
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and reoreational facilities. The brief did not dwell on specific recom- 
mendations but to this end referred to its report, “Libraries in British 
Columbia, 1940", and offered its services in the development of plans 
therein recommended. 


In the same month the Commission presented to the Min- 
ister of Education a Report on Library Service in Provincial Institutions, 
embodying statistical information on conditions obtaining at the present 
time, and making recommendations for developments in this field in line 
with modern and accepted institutional practice. The Report was supplied 
also to the Attorney-General and to the Provincial Secretary, under whose 
respective Departments provincial institutions are administered. 


There has been a wide circulation of the "Study of Adult 
Education in British Columbia" prepared by the Adult Education Committee 
of the Public Librery Commission. After initial free distribution to 
educationists and educational bodies, journals and institutions in Canada 
and the United States, continued demand necessitated a second printing, 
Some 550 copies have been issued and the stock is now practically de- 
pleted. 


Library services directly administered by the Publio 
Library Commission showed a smaller wartime decrease in 1942 than in 


1941, Open Shelf circulation from Victoria decreased 5% in 1942 as 
compared with 13% in 1941, Following a small amount of publicity in 
rural newspapers about the facilities of this library organization, Open 
Shelf circulation in September, October and December showed an increase 
over that of the corresponding months in 1941, 


Librarians in British Columbia are perhaps not generally 
aware of the wide scope of library problems that are continuously under 
consideration by the Public Library Commission, It is not in fact feas- 
ible in many cases that these problems be known, for they include questions 
of administration, legislation and library expansion which are matters of 
confidence until the Provincial Government or Administrative Departments 
have decided to act upon them, It may appear a matter of little concern 
to @ librarian in Vancouver that a maximum library tax rate of $2.00 in 
union library districts endangers the income of one of these rural libra- 
ries, or that consolidation of rural school districts may threaten to 
"upset the apple cart" in another, but these are samples of multifarious 
problems that are of vitel importance to the cause of libraries in British 
Columbia and that are quietly and effectively handled by this diligent 
public body. 
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CANAD IAN The Canadian Library Council met in Montreal on February 
LIBRARY 4 and 5 with a full attendance of members. Besides or- 
COUNCIL ganization of its administration the following matters 





were dealt with: 


1, The microfilm project under the Rockfeller grant with 
particular reference to the acquisition of a camera, 


2. Library service to the armed services. It was decided 
to approach each service separately rather than try to deal with the 
Department of National Defence, 


3. Preparation of a more detailed and specific recommenda- 
tion for the Post War Rehabilitation and Reconstruction Committee. 


4. Printing as a separate of Miss Bateson's report on 
rural libraries, part of which appeared in the January number of "Food 
for thought." 


5. A survey of existing conditions re library training in 
Canada with special reference to standards and with a view to provid- 
ing prospective students with useful information. 


6. Preparation of a brief on the distribution of govern- 
ment documents to libraries, 


7. Preparation of a statement re a National Library service 
for Canada: what does it involve, what would it do and how establishod 
and operated. 











Many other matters of only slightly less importance engaged 
the Council in two days of meetings. Mr. Sanderson, Chief Librarian, 
Teronto Public Libraries, was re-eleoted Chairman for the year ending 
August 31, 1943. 











ALASKA Arising out of Mr. Robinson's Alaska trip and subsequent re- 
LIBRARIES commendation, the Carnegie Corporation has appropriated 
$5,000.00 for the purchase of general reference and technical 
books for civilian libraries in Alaska, Yukon and northern British Colunm- 
bia, Libraries already chosen to receive collections are Prince Rupert, 
Whitehorse, Juneau, Ketchikan, Sitka, Seward, Anchorage, Fairbanks and 


Nome, 


The P,N,L.A. Extension Committee has assumed responsibility 
with Mr. Robinson as special representative of A,L.A,, through which the 
grant was made, for the expenditure of the grant. A committee has al- 
ready prepared a list of suitable books and this is to be used as a basis 
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of selection by the libraries, The books will be purchased and shipped 
direct to the libraries concerned thus saving considerable work on their 
part. 





A. LA. Mr. Robinson had an opportunity to sit in on the recent 
INSTITUTE A.L.sAs Institute held in Chicago January 30 and 31, This 
was limited to 200 librarians and attendance was by invi- 
tation only. Twenty-one regional institutes are to follow which in turn 
it is hoped will result in many looal institutes of a similar nature. 





The subject was "The Library and the war and post-war re- 
construction." The panel discussion method wes used with leading libra- 
rians on the first panel, with Mr. Drummond Jones as leader. The place 
of the library in the post-war world was discussed on a broad, general 
basis such questions being disoussed as: "What particular kinds of in- 
formation is the public seeking from the library?" "Is the average li- 
brary and librarian competent to provide this information?" "Is the 
average public able to assimilate the mterial now available in libra- 
ries, etc., otc, 


Subsequent panels were led by resource plamers from Wash- 
ington, D.C,, and although helpful to libraries in a general way left one 
vague as to any specific plan or idea which could be instituted as part 
of & library program, Full proceedings will appear in mimeograph form 
and a full report will appear in March A,L.A, Bulletin. 





PROVINCIAL A major operation during recent months has been the shift- 
ing of many thousands of volumes in Dewey Decimal sequence 
from the 300's to the 900's, in order to take advantage of 
temporary wooden shelving recently installed, failing wartime availability 
of new Snead stacks. It may now happily be said of formerly jammed sec- 
tions, "They are expandable." 





The finc Carnegie collection of prints in the Fine Arts 
section is now being made use of for series of public displays in the 
rotunda and corridor leading to the Library. The ‘Xmas display included 
a beautiful colored collection of interpretations of the Madonna as pic- 





tured by the Old Masters, mainly of the French, Italian and Spanish Schools. 


The showecase was filled with examples of Xmas art as found in hooks and 
bound volumes of the Illustrated London News of the past hundred years, 
The current exhibition is of "Beauty Through the Ages." - from Queen 
Nofretete forward. 
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VICTORIA This library is now the film repository for the Island, 
of the National Film Board and National Film Society 


LDYBRARY of Canada. 





OKANAGAN In spite of fewer visits to the branches and the loss of 
one member of the staff who joined the R.C.A,C.(W.D,) the 
TIBRARY work has not decreased. The increased number of requests 
for books shows that the library is being used more in- 
telligently by borrowers all over the system. 


This autum a sub-branch was started in East Kelowna as 
the transportation difficulties were making it hard for some of the 
people in that district to continue their use of the Kelowna branch, 
A similar situation has arisen in Summerland with the people of Trout 
Creek, also in Grindrod with those who live up on Grandview Bench. 
These sub-branches are operated from the main branch of the district. 
They will probably be discontinued when the rubber shortage is not so 


acute, 


Early in January a request was sent to the Department of 
Munitions and Supplies for permission to buy tires for the van, This 
was granted and three heavy duty tires were bought. When this library 
was started the van used to travel an average of 700 miles a month - 
8400 a year, This year the mileage has been cut in half and the local 


freight has been used when the roads were bad, 





VANCOUVER Miss Jessie Hotson and Miss Julie Stockett attended the 
PUBLIC fall meeting of the P,N,L.A, Board held in the Seattle 


LIBRARY Public Library in October. 


Mr, E.S,. Robinson had the pleasure of addressing the MoGill 
Library School on "Some recent library developments in British Columbia." 
He touched on the proposed bill for certification of librarians, the re< 
cent survey of adult education and the report to the crovincial rehabili- 
tation committee made by B.C.L.A, committee of which Miss Clay is chair- 
man. 


A stop in Ottawa was made at the request of the Library 
Association of Ottawa and that body addressed togother with other members 
of the Council from the West. 


In Winnipeg, the Manitoba Library Association met and after 
& dinner, was addressed on “Alaska Libraries” in the Cornell Branch. 
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This is an active body consisting largely of librarians in Winnipeg and 
district. . 





WAR SERVICES The Victoria Committee sent out 10,000 books to military, 
LIBRARIES naval and air force stations in 1942, It has been pos- 

sible latterly to maintain a much higher standard of books 
than when these libraries were first issued, There is a fair admixture 
of recent and new books purchased specifically for the purpose. A be- 
quest from the lady Bernard estate recently made the sum of $100.00 a- 
vailable for these libraries, 
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President Miss Margaret Rathie 
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Dr. Tyler of the Psychology Department of the University 
of British Columbia spoke at the October meeting on "The Library and 
Remedial Reading." All teachers interested in Remedial Reading were in- 
vited and there was a record attendance, 


In February & joint dinner meeting with the Provincial 
School Librarians Association was held in the Y.M,.C.A, under the capable 
chairmanship of Miss Margaret Cook, president of the Provincial Associa- 
tion. Mr. Robert McKenzie of the Adult Education Department spoke most 
dynamically on "Russia", Thirty-six librarians attended. 


Plans are now being made for the section meeting at the 
Easter Convention. It is hoped to centre practical discussions of school 
library problems around book exhibits. 


The elementary school librarians miss Miss McTavish from 
the Schools Department of the Vancouver Public Library, but are finding 
Miss Black an equally efficient and friendly aid in that department, 





PERSONAL BRAMLEY, Miss Joan Bramley, Reference Clerk at the Prove 
NOTES incial Library was granted leave of absence at the begin- 
ning of the year to enlist in the W.R.C.N.8. 


ee 
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GIBSON. Miss Nora Gibson resigned from the Kitsilano Branch, Vancouver 
¢ Library to take the position of Extension Librarian at the Uni- 
versity of British Columbia. 


GOGAIN. Miss Marion Gogain has resigned from the Boys! and Girls' 
Department of the Vanoouver Public Library to take a position in war 
industry near Nelson. Her place has been taken by Mrs, Harry Louis, 
formerly Catherine Esler. 





CLUCAS, Mrs. Jack Clucas (Winnie Harris) is working temporarily in 
the Catalogue Department, Vancouver Public Library, 


HOCKEY. Mrs, Dorothy Hockey, formerly a member of the staff of the 
Calgary Public Library has been appointed to the Boys‘ and Girls' De- 
partment of the Vancouver Public Library. 


HODGES, Miss Monica Hodges of the Circulation Department, Vancouver 
Public Library has joined the W.R,C.N.S, and is waiting to be called up. 


HOFFMEISTER. The engagement.is announced of Miss Betty Hoffmoister, a 
member of the staff of the Kitsilano Branch, Vancouver Public Library, 
to Mr. Frank Thorneloe, Flight Lieutenant, R.C,A,F, 





JARVIS, Miss Amy Jarvis who retired from the Vancouver Publio Library 
last year, is assistant to Miss J. M, Robertson in the Canadian Legion 
Educational Service Library. 


LORT. Mr, John Lort at last report was taking classes in Military 
law and Administration in Saskatoon, His letters indicate a more lively 
interest in the various libraries which his moves permit him to investi- 
gate tnan in the fine points of K,R,0, 


MACKINNON, A son, Brian Gordon, was born to Mrs, Shirley Mackinnon, on 
December 22, Mrs, Mackinnon, formerly Kathleen Crosby was a member of 
the staff of the Kitsilano Branch, Vancouver Public Library. 





McTAVISH, Miss Isabel McTavish, head of the Schools Department of the 
Vancouver Public Library has been granted leave of absence to join the 

R.C.A.F.(W.D.) Miss McTavish is at present in Trenton, Ontario, taking 
a course in Administration in Equipment, Her place has been taken by 

Miss Margaret Black who was first assistant in the Boys’ and Girls! De- 
partment, 





MARSHALL, Miss Peggy Marshall of the Kitsilano Branch, Vancouver Pub- 
lic Library has joined the W,R,C.N,S, and is waiting to be called up, 
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PADGETT. Miss Frances Padgett of the Fleming School left at the be- 
ginning of February to join the W.R.C.N.S. 


PAYNE. Miss Dora Payne has resigned from the Victoria Public Li- 
brary to entcr wer industry in Vancouver. 


STIRLING. Miss Isabel Stirling, Children's Librarian in Saskatoon 
has been appointed to the Boys’ and Girls' Department of the Vancouver 
Public Library and is in charge of stations. 








